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DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFR 1 J31 

Judy J. Kogut-O'Connell, Ryan S. Cairington, Jackie L. Hill, Catherine Ng, and 
Ann T. Storms declare and say that: 

1. We are the inventors of the invention claimed in the above-identified patent 
application. 

2. We conceived in the United States the inventicm disclosed and claimed in the 
above-identified patent application prior to May 5, 1999 and then reduced the invention 
to practice in the United States prior to May 5, 1999. 

3. As evidence in support of this prior conception and reduction to practice, 
submitted herewith is the following evidence of activity done in the United States. 



(a) Exhibit A is Lotus Freelance Presentatioii that describes the features of a 
procurement-oriented embodiment of the invention (Web-Key) in support of conception 
prior to May 5, 1999. Page 1 of Exhibit A generally defines the invention tool including 
an Intranet site of Uniform Resource Locators (URLs), links firom the listing of URLs to 
tiie coiresponding websites, and operation facilitation independent of a system xiser's 
running application as recited in independent claims 1, 5, and 9 of the application* Page 
2 of Exhibit A describes the advantages of the invention, including consistency in 
communicating new websites, as well as i5)dating, maintaining, and deleting websites. 
Page 2 of Exhibit A also specifies a repository of the websites made immediately 
accessible to new employees and a user interface as recited in independent claims 1, 5, 
and 9 of the application. 

(b) Exhibit B is an email firom co-inventor, Jackie Hill, which was forwarded 
by co-inventor, Ann Storms, both of which pre-date May 5, 1999. The subject email 
relates to a proposed draft of an announcement for the Web-key invention. In particular, 
Exhibit B provides instructions to Web Key users for installing the tool on a desktop (see 
paragraph 3). These instructions for installation and use of the tool clearly support 
conception and reduction to practice. This email fiirther describes the elements of the 
invention as claimed in Applicants' independent claims 1, 5, and 9 of the application. 
Specifically, Exhibit B, paragraph 4 provides support for '^receiving a request fi-om a user 
client system to incorporate information relating to a web site into said web key tool." 
Paragraph 4 also provides instructions for requesting the addition of a site to the Web 
Key directory as recited in independent claims 1, 5, and 9. Additionally, Exhibit B, 



2 



paragraph 3 recites "[t]o gain access to this tool simply clicking (sic) on the button below 
and launch it." Thus, paragraph 3 provides support for "launching said web key tool." In 
addition, paragraphs 3 and 4 provide support for "transmitting said information to 
a... storage location; saving ^proved information; [and] iq>dating related database files 
with respect to said approved information" as recited in independent claims 1, 5, and 9. 
Paragraph 3 indicates a repository of URLs to which access is granted via an icon of the 
Web Key tool. Paragraph 4 states that a *Tist [of URLs] will be updated on a regular 
basis." Thus, Exhibit B clearly supports conception and reduction to practice prior to 
May 5, 1999. 

(c) Exhibit C is a user interface screen of the Web Key tool as seen by a user 

and which pre-dates May 5, 1999. The subject user interface screen demonstrates 
conception and reduction to practice as prior to May 5, 1999. Specifically, the user 
interface screen states "[i]f there is a site that you use on a regular basis and you beUeve 
would benefit other global procuremOTt employees, and it is not currently included in the 
Ust below, please forward the URL to Calhy Buresch/Charlotte/IBM/ @ BMUS." Thus, 
the user interface screen provides support for '^receiving a request fi-om a user client 
system to incorporate information relating to a web site into said web key tool" as recited 
in independent claims 1, 5, and 9. In addition, the user interface screen of Exhibit C 
illustrates categories of URL listings as recited in independent claims 1, 5, and 9, namely. 
Procurement Sites, Accounts Payable Sites, Travel/Meetitigs, Employee Services, and 
News/PubUcations. Within each category various related sites are listed as shown in the 
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user interface screen of Exhibit C. The apphcants submit that, collectively. Exhibits A 
through C clearly demonstrate conception and reduction to practice prior to May 5, 1999. 

4. The undersigned declare that all statements made herein of their own knowledge 
are tme and ttiat all statements made on infi3rmation and belief are believed to be true; 
and further that fliese statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, imder 
Section 101 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of this application or any patent issumg thereon. 



Date: 



Judy J. Kogut-O'Connell 



Date: 



Date: 



Date: 



Ryan S. Canrington 



Jackie L. Hill 



Date: 




Ann T. Stonns 



4 




EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 



storm9@us,lbrrt*com 
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BEST A^AILAB1=*i COPY 



Visit our Procuremetit Web Site at >mp://prfcure,sby Vibr^ 
Visit our Travel Web Site at hTip:/M3 Jbirf.com/trav^ ^ \ 



Jacide Hm 



I. 

01:57PM • '■ ^ ^ 



. n 

06:41 PM ' 



To Betty PtttochS9k/Somw5/IBM€>ieMUS j • 
cc: Ann T Storms/Ppuohkeep$ie/1BM@IB^^ 
From: Jackie Hlll/P6ughkeepsie/IBM © IBMUS; 
Subject: .j 



hplow is a driift of the web-key enniur^cement. The Actual button Is r^bt Included as^the 
^■■^^l^ »!Sl^n:^ J.,^|;.pr,^ *»,b^<;.i..v » "V 
think.... * ■! ' ■) V ^ ^ 

The Procurecnent Strategy for e-Business T^ean, Is pie^^ to brinfl ffitr'S to th'Ti^^^^ 
will alve vou acctsi to an exter^slve lisilng'of (irocureinertt related URMj and I nks to 

key iHesSne^ to give direct access tj. this listing from your keyboard regerdless of whet 
application you are using- : i , 

T« aein access to this tool simply clicking U the button bi^loW ar^d. launch it^Thls action will add 
In intlriS short^^^^ to your desktop. Ibo nqt ^^v. this loon or io^yiffO^f^ fm *rect 
actii^Tthe repcStory of Ul^. Once tt^ icon ia Ib^^jed to your dps^p, ac^ss the lis^g 
?r^bv tvSint JJktrl-W on your keyboard. This lia.si*i.p step wl{lch ne^s to only be done 
Tc^ anJ a^CrtuSate; to. t'his feairebill b* ^^^^^.ip^^ for you. ■^ach .t,rr.e yo« 
access the sit© you will have the newest yerslon of «h,eyweb key. ..^ , 

One of the purpo4 of the Web-Key « brovide a gctory^^ S£i£'^''!f^L* ii 
procurement t?m«de aware of sites that fl h«lf>th|a(v^h «;fM;"y " ^^^'f'* 

I-Kat v/nii would like' see added to this directory, pleas<» send a note to Jhlnit 
flSsouthbu^^^^ The Ust will fee update<l pn i Regular basis so that inforrnafon remains 

current and new sites are added in a tirnelV marine^.* y-, ' " ^- ■ ■■■ * 

Jackie Hill i i 

General Procurement 
phone; (914)433-1058 TL 293-1058 
fax: {9l4)433i^97 TL 293-6497 
http://w3.ibm.com/travel 
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EXHIBIT C 
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BEST M/mJMM COPY 



:f ' f vv- ^^cfob^a I Procurement Strategy .V^ ^"^^^ I^OGlirexxxv^x X i.- _ 

Procurement Organization iDveryiew : PGljcies S: PrattlcesV Global Commodity Councils 
Procur€iineik Tools : Supplier Informotib^^ &: Reports Procurement Training 

How lt> Buy, e-Procurement Bendunarking Performance Heasurements HotNevvs e*Care 




Web Key 



This site has been created to give global procurement employees a resource for easy web 
access to information that will assist with daily activities. 

If there is a site that you use on a regular basis and you believe would benefit other global 
procurement employees, and it is not currently included in the list below, please forward the 
URL to Cathy Buresch/Charlotte/IBM@IBMUS. 



► Proeurement Sites 

► Accounts Payable Sites 

► Travel/Meetings 

► Employee Services 
News/Publications 

Buvlines & Supply News 

Electronic Buver*s News 

IBM Intranet Site for All Emplovees/Mv News 

IBM Website Index 

Purchasine Maeazine 

WebAhead (The latest on cutting edee Internet technology.) 

► How to Find People/Places/Information 

► Supplier/Government Site 

► Search Engines 

^ Geography Specific Web Sites 

► IBM Divisional Intranet Sites 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



